
PHOTOSHOP 4 YEARBOOKS—USING ACTIONS TO MAKE A PUZZLE

Working with Actions
In mid-November a school asked me how to break a photo into a jigsaw 
puzzle. I told them the easiest way to do it this was with an ACTION. If you 
haven’t used Photoshop Actions before then here’s how to create your 
own jigsaw puzzle (and a bunch of other cool stuff) in no time.

yyStepy1:yyJumpyonytheyInternetyandygoytoyAdobeyExchange.yYouycanyfindyityhere:yhttp://
www.adobe.com/cfusion/exchange.
yyClickyPhotoshopyatytheybottomyofytheywebypagey(FigureyA).
yy ThisywillytakeyyouytoytheyPhotoshopyExchangeypageywhereyyouyneedytoyclickyinytheySearchy
theyExchangeyfield.y(FigureyB).y
yySearchyforyjigsawypuzzle.y(Don’tythinkythat’syallyyou’llyfindyhere.yBrowseyforyaywhileyandy
youywillyfindysomeyamazingyactions—allyfree!)
yyWhenyyouyfindyayjigsawypuzzleyactionyyouylike,ydownloadyit.yYouywillyneedyanyAdobeyIDytoy
doytheydownloadybutydon’tyworry,ytheyyareyfreeyandytakeyonlyyaycoupleyofyminutesytoycreate.
yyOnceyyouyhaveydownloadedytheyActionyyouyneedytoyputyitywhereyPhotoshopycanyfindyit.yOny
ayMacyputytheynewyActionyintoyApplications>AdobeyPhotoshopyCS(X)>Presets>Actions.yOny
ayPCyputytheynewyActionyintoyC:\ProgramyFiles\Adobe\AdobeyPhotoshopyCS(X)\Presets\
Actions.yTheyXyafteryCSystandsyforytheyversionyofyPhotoshopyyouyareyusing.y
yy Thenyopenyyouryphotoy(thatyyouywouldylikeytoymakeyintoyayjigsawypuzzleyinyPhotoshop.y
yyOpenytheyActionsypanel.
yyChooseyLoadyActionsyfromytheyActionypanel’sydropyoutymenuy(FigureyC).
yyClickyonytheyActionyyouydownloadedyinytheyActionyPanelyandyclickytheyPlayybuttonyatythey
bottomyofytheypanely(FigureyD)yandydependingyonywhichyActionyyouydownloaded,yyoury
photoywillynowybecomeyayjigsaw.y
yy Theyentireyprocessytookyaboutyayminute.yItywillygoyslowerydependingyonyyourycomputerybuty
shouldn’tytakeylongerythanytwoytoythreeyminutesynoymatterywhat.y
yyUsingythisyparticularyaction,yIywasyofferedyaychanceytoychangeytheylookyofytheypiecesywhiley
theyActionywasyrunning.yThatymeansyIycouldyeffectyhowytheyemboss,ybevelyandyshadowyofy
eachypieceylooked.y
yy TheyActionyIyusedyhereyisybyyPanosy(http://www.panosfx.com/)ywhoypostsyaybunchyofy
freeyActionsyonytheyAdobeyExchangeysiteybutyalsoysellsymoreypowerfulyversionsyofytheseyAc-
tionsyonyhisyownywebsite.yByymoreypowerful,yIymeanyableytoydoymoreythings.yForyinstance,y
theyActionyIydownloadedyforyfreeycouldyonlyycreateyaypuzzleywithysixyory20ypieces.yIfyyouy
wantytoybeyableytoycreateyotherynumbersyofypieces,yyouywillyneedytheycommercialyversiony
butymostyactionsyareyveryyreasonable.y
yy ThisyActionywillyalsoyallowyyouytoyremoveypuzzleypiecesyorymoveythemyaroundyasyeachy
puzzleypieceyisyonyitsyownylayer.y
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